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Standing Committee on Economic Development and 
Environment Resolution #1 

 
Resolution Supporting the Creation of An Industry-Sponsored 

Paint Stewardship Program to Reduce the Costly Burden Faced by 
Local Governments When Collecting and Disposing of Post-

Consumer Paint 
 
WHEREAS, New York State residents purchase over 39.2 million gallons of 
paint annually and nearly 4 million gallons of it go unused and will need 
recycling; and 

 
WHEREAS, even though paint is highly recoverable, reusable, and recyclable, 
most leftover latex paint ends up in landfills; and 

 
WHEREAS, oil-based paint is considered hazardous waste, and is the most expensive 
product for household hazardous waste (HHW) programs to manage, costing local 
governments across the country up to 50 percent of their total HHW budgets; and 

 
WHEREAS, options to drop off unused paint at point-of-purchase locations are 
limited and as a result instead of being properly disposed of through periodic 
household hazardous waste collections, unused paint ends up being tossed in the 
trash or washed down the drain; and 

 
WHEREAS, other states across the country have successfully implemented paint 
stewardship programs—Oregon has collected and recycled over 1 million gallons of 
paint since its program was implemented in 2010, and in California over 350 new 
collection locations are now accepting paint for recycling; and 

 
WHEREAS, the implementation of a state-wide industry-sponsored paint 
stewardship program in New York State would greatly reduce this burden on local 
governments to collect and manage the disposal of paint and could potentially save 
counties millions of dollars annually. Additionally, paint recycling produces new jobs 
within New York State. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls on the Governor and the New York State Legislature to create 
an industry-sponsored paint stewardship program to reduce burdens on local 
governments when collecting and disposing of post-consumer 
paint; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 

member counties for their consideration; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution 



to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation, and all those deemed 
necessary and 
proper. 

 


